New Guy at Manzanita Bay

Memorial Day Weekend

In Dec. of 2009, after the urgings of PC Lew Barrett and a reminder by  CYA Commodore  James Sweeney's  article in the Fall 2009 issue of the Antique and Classic Boat Society's  Quarterly the "Rudder", Jytte and I wrote the check and were judged fit to join the CYA.

Looking at the cruising schedule, I made note of those cruises that were on the West side of the Sound (since we live in Bremerton) as they held real potential for participating and it would be good to get to meet some of these folks.  Having cruised for years (we've had Carousel for almost 18 years) with our home Club (Bremerton YC) we almost always were the only older wooden boat there.  It would be interesting to go to a cruise where the focus was all on old, really old wooden boats.  I was not disappointed!

As Manzanita Bay is literally around the corner from Bremerton, it was no surprise to be there first on Friday at about 4:30 PM.  Previous discussions with PC Rick Etsell informed me to leave the outside for the Olympus at the third dock on the right.

Hmmm.  Third dock; does that count the brand new one at the point?  Not to worry, as we approached on a slow bell, a figure walked out to greet us and assure us we were at the right place  His name was Randy, a good friend of our host Dan Allen.  He and I shared a beer on the deck of Dan's house (a former house boat on Lake Union) as we watched VC Diane VanDerbeek's Olympus pull in.  This picture almost tells it all and I get to exploit "bragging rights" for some time! (That's Kona Trader III on the left).
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The best was yet to come; we get to go for a ride on this magnificent ship on Sunday, over to Liberty Bay, drop the hook and get ferried into PC Tom and Patty Henderson's home for a wonderful visit, meal and socializing.  Since the theme was Great Gatsby we dressed for the occasion.  Again the picture tells it all.  Madam Flapper and her Pierce Arrow Limo Mechanic sitting on the fantail!  Too much fun!

We also toured Guillemot and Orba, dug clams and had a seafood feast on Dan's lawn Saturday.  The ride home Monday was breezy but easy and short.

We're off to a great start.  Thank you all and we look forward to hosting the CYA cruise-in to Bremerton YC over the 4th of July weekend.  Hope to see some of you there.

Respectfully Submitted:  Bob Wheeler

