Report to the BYC Membership on the status of events surrounding our Marine Railway

1 Oct., 2007
 

As I see it, we have 4 committees involved here on the railway.  They are: Waste Water (Dave Miller); Marine Railway (Steve Brett); Environmental (Dan Robinson) and Rail Cover (Steve Brett).   
 

The issue is how to make the marine railway environmentally acceptable for use in the short term and in the long term and ultimately decide if a cover is part of that solution.  I have reviewed the background material as well as I can and here is my summary with input from the above.
  

In the short term: 
 

1. Put curtains around the car on 3 sides to prevent overspray of hydroblast water.
2. Move the paint shaker
3. Put a cement curb at the very end of the slab, eliminate the wooden weirs.
4. Clean the car and slab under it.  The car should not be put back in the water until hydroblasted clean.  The slab under the car should be well cleaned so as to almost eliminate chips, etc. from washing down the slab from rain.  Using plastic or tarps to cover the car has been suggested by DOE but is considered dangerous from a user perspective.
5. Change our point of sampling.
6. Issue BYC's Storm Water Pollution Plan (SWPP) as required by our NPDES
7. Contain storm water run off.
 

Status of short term items:
 

1. 6 ft. curtain at the end is in place, none on sides yet.
2. Paint shaker is moved
3. End of slab has been reconfigured to eliminate the wooden weirs and add a cement curb.
4. The car and slab are swept clean but not as good as it needs to be-yet.  Tarps/plastic are not being used at this time.
5. Point of sampling has been changed and we are getting better/more representative results (numbers).
6. The BYC SWPP is sched for issue late Oct., early Nov., 2007.
7. Excess storm water runoff will be trucked to the Bremerton Sewer Treatment Plant by contractor (in progress, this requires a signed contract with the City).
 

In the long term:
 

1. Solve the storm water run off problem.
2. Solve the sea water intrusion problem
3. Solve the "dirty" rail car problem
4. Solve the dirty slab under the rail car problem.

5. Get the latest ruling from the DOE lawsuit.
 

Status of long term items:
 

1. A cover with an opening roof has been designed and permitted by the County that could solve some of our problems.  It doesn't solve all of them and generates some of it's own.  It represents a huge step fwd. in our effort to figure things out but we don't have all the answers yet.  The cover has some flaws in it that were found by close scrutiny and these will be resolved.  The new and remaining problems are:
 

    1. It projects 6 ft. into the current boat house construction area which will limit house size to 15 ft or less.  To solve this, the existing concrete bulkhead must be extended about 10 ft, some bulkhead rocks removed and two trees removed.
    2. The rail car is still dirty.
    3. Sail boats (15% of our moorage) will not fit under the cover with mast in place.  All power boats currently in the Club will fit except the Intrigue.
    4. Storm water run-off must still be dealt with if the roof is open with a sail boat in it.
    5. An estimate is being obtained but the project is probably pretty expensive.

    6.  The sliding side braces on the car may interfere with the cover structure as the car moves (wide boats).

    7. The neighbors may not like any of it.

    8. Waiting on results of DOE lawsuit.
 

Solutions: 

 

    1. Figure out how to cover the railway economically and with Club labor.
    2. Figure out how to "wrap" the rail car in plastic/tarps or equal.
    3. Figure out how to collect and process incidental storm water.
    4. Figure out how to accommodate construction of 20 ft. wide sheds

    5. Figure out a way to keep the sliding side braces from hitting the cover structure when the car moves (wide boats).

    6. Figure out ventilation and lighting.

    7.  Inform and educate the membership.

    8.  Incorporate rail use rules into our book of Regulations in the BYC Annual.

    9. Document as best we can DOE's concurrence/approval of our plan of action.
   10. Don't spend too much money.
 

Options:

    1. Shut down the railway.

    2. Hire a part or full time employee to keep the area clean.

    3. Replace the railway with piers and a Travel lift and dredge the basin.

    4. Change paint systems: I asked my friend Jerry Bohlander, the Navy's number one underwater hull coating systems guy this question; here is his reply: "No viable alternative to copper, at least for most boats and ships- the non toxic silicones will foul on boats that spend most time at the pier, and will have to be cleaned quite often- not good unless you have a mega yacht with frequent usage."
Respectfully submitted:  P/C Bob Wheeler, spokesperson
